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THE SNOW SHOW

During lunch at a Manhattan restaurant, inde-
pendent curator Lance Fung and Tuula Yrjola
from the Finnish Tourist Board came up with the
idea of hosting a show celebrating ice and snow
structures in Finland'’s Lapland. From February
to April next year, the Snow Show will see struc-

tures of a minimum 80 per cent ice or snow, built
by 30 teams from some 27 countries.! The teams
will consist of an architect and artist? who, receiv-
ing no fee, will design experimental works using
video, sound, light and traditional art media,
combined with architectural construction mate-
rials and the arctic elements of snow and ice. By
replacing usual, permanent materials with

Oblong Voldspace, above and far right: 9m tallice cube designed by Steven Holl and Jene Highstein in Rovaniemi.

unusuzl ephemeral elements, the curators
to ‘neutralize initial fixity of ideas’.

Fifteen of these projects will be in Rovar
a sleigh-ride away from Santa Claus Villag
the Arctic Circle. The city was almost comp
destroyed by retreating Germans in the Se
World War, and in 1946 rebuilding begar
Alvar Aalto laying out the town in the sha
reindeer antlers. He went on to design the
hall, library and theatre.

The other 15 designs will be in the seapo:
of Kemi, at the north end of the Gulf of Bot
Kemi is already home to the SnowCastle, a
snow structure built annually for the eighth
last winter, housing wedding chapel, ice s
tures, gallery, restaurant and hotel rooms (v
you sleep on a bed of ice decked in reindeer
In winter, the Gulf of Bothnia is the largest
of ice in Europe. From Kemi, you can trav
the world's only passenger icebreaker v
crashes through deep solid ice, and then sw
the icy waters of the Gulfin thermal wet suit

In February there was a preview of two !
Show designs, one in ice and the other of ¢
Steven Holl and the sculptor Jene High
(who, unlike most of the other teams, had ab
worked together, at the Kiasma Mus
Helsinki) collaborated on a stunning 9m t:
cube, Oblong Voidspace. By the riversi
Rovaniemi, an ice stairway leads you up anc
the cube, which is open to the sky (framin
aurora borealis in the right conditions).
made of 500 cubic metres of ice. The appeas
changes inside and out according to the wes
in sunshine, it seems ranslucent and you ca
figures moving inside, in the dark or in dull
ditions it appears opaque. At night the cube
from the exterior, there are no fittings in
Steven Holl hopes the south-facing ice wal
melt to create a hole giving a view acros
river to the city. The design will either be
tuned or changed for next year.

Asymptote and Finnish painter and 1
artist Osmo Rauhala built the snow stru
Absolute Zero in Kemi. The 30 metre inve
S-shaped structure is reminiscent of two i
joined together, with the entrances on opp
sides at the tails of the S. Inside the igloo
videos of people ice skating on an artifici:
rink in New York’s Central Park. There are
video scenes: one of people moving away
you and the other of them coming towards



Absolute Zero: A Light House of Temporality -a 30m long snow structure in Kemi by Asymptote (Hani Rashid and Lise Ann Couture) with artist Osmo Rauhala.

together making a circle. The videos are pro-
jected on a glass revolving door in the middle of
the room, one in both ends of the whole sculp-
ture. The revolving doors are, say the architects,
a metaphor for urban life, ‘a turbine run by the
flow of wandering people. It is a door between

formal structures

wl the unpredictable diversity
of life. It is a door that makes our inner space an
outer space again and again’. The heat from the
video equipment will gradually melt the mterior
while the sun works on the exterior.

The venture is partly {inanced by the Euro-
pean Union and partly by participating cities,
the project partners include the art museums off
Rovaniemi and Kemi, and UNESCO. In con-
junction with the Snow Show, the Department
of Architecture at QOulu University and the

Academy of Fine Arts in Helsinki are organiz-
ing a competition, the winners of which, two
architect/art student pairs, will create their
own structures, one in Kemi and one in
Rovaniemi.! JULIA DAWSON
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