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Oblong Void Space Is o collaboration between the seulplor Jene
Highstetn andibe anvhitect Steven Holl Coneetvanl asan
interor exporienee of space ard lzhit, the mneemeter all ol
of Ieve contains a space mndelod = an absent Gzire of G Luge
monolithie shape eharactenste of Jeae Highistoin's senlptun:
Sited on the rver esbee of the city of Rovaniemi. the welting of
the too s caleulaed werate o hole that appears. giving a lirst
view 1o the eity of Rovanteml, aransd Marech) 2is1,

As an ddea of Tight and watee that melts inte fothing He spaee
wiis stdedd Gacigg Rovimivmioa oity thiat was tragieally buried
dosnr by retriating Nazi fonses in 1900 The misidie curved spaey
ereate= Uin wall eetione whicte inseribed i o cubic outer
2eolieiry.

T an urehiteet [ was asked what & my fovonie cosstruetion
wterrad] e Dreplivd: light Thos ee and hight collaboration
with Jene Highstoin provided a vst of the power of consteaetinn
with “wlmest nothing” The anly ather uiterial frogen witer,
has no embodied onergy as it was outuarally frozen o will e
melbed away 1o nothing by the tinee Sou read this test, The
difference between seulpture wind architecture i< thal you can
‘get it architecture.opnad Dege te nside 5= also amontsiile,”
Stepen Holl

Oblone Vi spraiece sonds ke s theoretical corstruet bat it is
fact a haghly letile al sense ortented strictore. Almost culng
on the outside, the structun: is aevessed by an intenor stairwas
that leads (o ayessel-like sprace open o the shy. lnacsense it is
the alsence of a seulpture, the outsede bemeg more arehitectural
and the inside being inore expervntiol. Like o ceremoniil space.
the intenior foruses attention on the vonvergenee of body il
mind,

Jene Highstein

Credits amd Daa

Progess title Oihlogss Vil Spune

Chient: The Suow Shoaw

Foscation: Chunasligale Baoh, Rovuniend. Lagdand Finlal
Itz 2002

Coghetion; 2003

Architect: Stevert Holl wivd Jove iehisieln
Drirector b charges Joln Jonnling

Struetiral engmoen: Markky Kotirn s
Environoental eiigineer: S Makipes

Main contracton Sopp: Mitkisens

Lighting desizner Steven Holl

Sub-contractor; Tuulh Yool (projeet coondinatoe:
Site area’ 100 off

Total prviedd oond 70,000 i
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