Arts R Us: TLiIS city's hottest art venue

BY MARJORIE BEGGS

HE Tenderloin’s arts scene is shaping up as

hot, hot, hot this fall. EXIT Theatre’s annual

two-week Fringe Festival opens Sept. 9. The
city’s “Arts in Storefronts” is recruiting artists to fill
13 vacant storefronts with their works for a five-
month run also starting next month. Two more
murals are on tap, at 101 Hyde and 191 Golden
Gate, courtesy of the Tenderloin Community Benefit
District and Clean City.

And now there’s Wonderland, the monthlong,
CBD-sponsored arts show with at least 40 artists cre-
ating 10 or more multimedia installations or events
all over the neighborhood.

“With Taylor Street being revitalized as an arts
corridor and Gray Area Foundation for the Arts offi-
cially opening in October [at 55 Taylor], it feels like
we're reaching a tipping point for the arts in the
Tenderloin,” Grants for the Arts Director Kary
Schulman told The Extra.

Wonderland is a nice fit with everything else
that’s going on. It started as an abstract concept, not
even visualized for a particular San Francisco neigh-
borhood, said curator Lance Fung, but it's quickly
drawing in the community, artists and residents
alike.

At a July 9 outreach meeting, one of the first
questions was, What’s behind the name?

Fung said last year he was guest-teaching a
graduate seminar at the S.F. Art Institute and had
assigned the students to create three site-specific
installations. They chose the Tenderloin. The name
Wonderland came up during a brainstorming ses-
sion. It worked right away, Fung said.

“It wasn't artspeak, it evokes a visceral response,
it's showy and a little seedy.”

The class assignment has evolved into a full-
fledged show. Fifteen of the artists are recent MFAs
from the Art Institute, California College of the Arts
and the Academy of Art University, the rest estab-
lished and emerging professionals from San
Francisco and beyond.

The kickoff will be a party Oct. 17 in Boeddeker
Park, with the free exhibitions, some stationary,
some moving around the hood, through Nov. 14.

Wonderland is an eclectic show, hard to define.
But Fung — a Bay Area native who moved East and
founded Fung Collaboratives in Manhattan’s trendy
SoHo — tried to generalize: “The projects, most of
them ephemeral, will range from performance to
sound to light to conceptual pieces to visual arts.”

Fung believes the key to Wonderland’s success
will be its scale. He calls the neighborhood “a big
place with a long and rich history and an uncertain
future. It’s an intellectually fascinating blank canvas,
truly authentic, gritty and wonderful.”

Wonderlandshow.org, has descriptions and pho-
tos of all the projects. A sampling:

® Sound artist Ranu Mukherjee, who teaches at
California College of the Arts, is recruiting residents
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Rachelle Brookes records her Sam Cooke song for
the audio project “Tender Transmissions.”

“Offstage,” proposed animatronic sleeping bags on Golden Gate Theatre balconies, melds street life and theater arts.

for “Tender Transmissions,” to sing and record
songs, a cappella, that express their cultures, lan-
guages, experiences, interests.

The songs and other audio pieces will be broad-
cast daily via a one-watt radio transmitter for recep-
tion within a one-mile radius around the Luggage
Store Annex’s Tenderloin National Forest at 509
Ellis, the audio project’s operational base. Listeners
can pick up the Tenderloin Play List on cell phones,
tune to a specific radio frequency or hear the broad-
cast at 509 Ellis and “listening stations.” EXIT
Theatre’s Eddy Street lobby and the 222 Hyde club
are two possibilities, Mukherjee said.

The first three residents were recorded July 10:
Rachelle Brookes sang Sam Cooke’s “Change Is
Gonna Come,” Molly Rosenberg sang “To
Teberith,” a song she wrote while living in Asmara,
Ethiopia, and Jawanza Bomani Saunders sang “Be
Not Grieved,” a tribute to Michael Jackson. Other
“Tender Transmissions” artists plan to record the
sounds at neighborhood intersections, a play based
on interviews with strippers, and Glide youth read-
ing their poetry.

® “Home Away from Home” artists have asked
kids at the Boys & Girls Club on Jones Street and
TNDC's after-school program to draw their ideas for
“a house that moves.” The artists will build one
portable composite of the fantasy abodes, moving it
twice a week to various indoors or outdoors loca-
tions. Audiences will view the model, pick up post-
cards illustrated with the children’s drawings, pen a
note on the flip side of and mail the postcards to
friends, extending the project beyond the
Tenderloin.

“One house that’s already been drawn is an ice
cream cone on wheels,” said Wonderland Director
John Melvin, who is on this project team. “I'm not
sure how we’d build it.”

® An installation called “Offstage,” dramatical-
ly lit, animatronic, cocoon-like sleeping bags
mounted on the five Golden Gate Theatre bal-
conies, which look real in the artists’ rendering, is
still in the talking stage, according to Anne Abrams,
who handles PR for SHN (Shorenstein, Hays,
Nederlander), owner of the Curran, Golden Gate
and Orpheum theaters.

The Website calls the sleeping bags “the iconic
object of [transients’] difficult existence” — artspeak
for homelessness — and the installation a represen-
tation of the “theatricality” of street life.

® “Down the Rabbit Hole” is to be a room in
an SRO, as yet unidentified, that will be furnished
to replicate where a young female sex slave might
live. A clip from Disney’s “Alice in Wonderland” will
play on a TV in the room, and on the ceiling a
video loop will project film shot by the artists — a
12-year-old girl “playing in the park projected into
a crib symbolizing a stolen childhood,” says the
Web description.

Fung is still inviting more artists to participate,
though he doesn’t want Wonderland to get too
unwieldy, he says, especially because it's a “100%
volunteer effort of artists and organizers.” He says
he’s more accustomed to curating multimillion-dol-
lar exhibitions such as “The Snow Show” for the

2006 Winter Olympics in Italy and “Lucky Number
Seven” for Santa Fe’s 2008 Biennial.

Many organization have signed on to help with
the show. Hospitality House is involved in three
ways, says Director Jackie Jenks: Its Community Arts
Program will host a workshop led by one of the
show’s artists, its two storefront windows will dis-
play Wonderland installations, and Hospitality
House will train docents.

“The idea is that people who live in the commu-
nity — in housing units, on the streets, in shelters —

Oscar Lopez, 11, drew this cool mobile home at the
1L Boys & Girls Clubbouse for the "Home Away from
Home" installation.

sign up to be docents for art installed in an area
where they hang out or live,” Jenks said. “We’ll put
out a call for docents and train those who sign up
about the particular art they’re representing.”

The CBD has put up $7,500 to cover some pro-
motion costs, said Manager Elaine Zamora — $5,000
of it is from a Mayor’s Office of Economic and
Workforce Development grant. The CBD has tossed
another $2,500 into the pot for promotion and has
arranged for Wonderland admin to be housed in
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SPECIAL EVENTS

Hational Wight Oul, Baeddeker Park, Aug. 4, 5-8 p.m. Tendes-
loin Station police hest the annual crime- and drug-presention
evenl, featewing information gn local anti-crime programs., food
and games lor residents, a kids" parade. Infoc Sgt. Gaetano
Caltagirone, 345- 7340,

16th Annual Pistaben Parade and Festival, g 55, Largesi
calebeation of Fliping arts, culture, cuising. Aug. B cpening
ceremomies ai Beale and Market, 10 a.m., Markei 51. parade at
11 am. ends at Yerba Buens Gardens. Fres fesivilies: Adobo
Cosk-ail, balui-aating conbect, pavilions wih Filiping cuising sed
desserts, culbaral exhilbits, and the 2nd annual San Francsos

Filiping American Jazr Fesial. indo: pstahan melfabout inde himl;

Gerand Talampas, 218-5654, or Richelle Mae Ruiz, 260-4380,

Swrvive & Thrive, free seminar for Districl B small Business
owers about managing during the downtum, Aug. 12, &8 pm
GComerence Room A, Main Library. Preseniesd by Culiure
Connections and 5an Francisco SCORE. Contact Ouentin Fininen,
gl gincgmail com o 2601870,

Boeddekar “Saturdays b the Park.” Tha park will be ogen seven
Sabwidarys Asg 1 through Octoler, 11 am.~4 pom. Next day &5
Aug. 15. Stattieg paid by Friends of Boeddeker Park with iis
leneraionr Awand Trom ha San Francsoco Parkes Trust.

ART EVENTS

Concerix al Boaddeker Park, noon-1 pum. Aosg. 13, Franto Nero
Jamaican sk band led by trombonist Bcolt Larsan: Aug. 27,
Morth Beach Brass Band, Concerts made podsible ty TL Bemelit
District's 51,500 grant bo Friends of Boeddeker Park

Monihly arl leciure series, hosted by visual ast and educaior

Siephen Wagner, and sporsonsd by TL Banefit District. 124 Golden
Gate, Swite A, T-3 pm. Aug. 11: Greating ARernatiee Vienues Tor

Your Arbwork. $10 per session, at www SFARist atwork.om

Goncerts all the Caslillag, cnce a month on Fridays, 1230 pm.,
iGadilac Hotel, 380 Eddy St Sponsoned by the holel and the TL
Benefit District. Schadule: nom-Scbd.ongdT1 Mmi or Elaine
lamon, 224812

Al EXIT Theadre, both thromgh Aug. 15, 156 Bddy: “The
Unexpecied Man." a comady by Tony Award-winning Yasmna
Rera, diracior Staphen Dvewes, a presentation of Spare Stage.
Tickets: $40. Info; sparesiage.com and stinnga.ong. Aamn

Trother aed the “Incident &t Bikini Beach,” by KFOG's Peter Finch,
ahtected try Joremy Cole, 3 Thunderhing Thstre presentation.
Ticksts: $18-22. Info: ww. Branderbindthesine com.

COMMUNITY: REGULAR SCHEDULE
HOUSING

Supportive Housieg Wetsork, 3 Tharsday of e month, 3-5
p.m., location TBA Gontact Kenda Fuller, 421-2826 x304.
Tenanl Assotiations Coalition of San Francisen, 150 Wednesday
of the i, npon, 201 Turk, l.":l:ﬁrl'ri.i'ity HAoom. Comact
Michael Nulty, 339-5527. Resideni wely, leadenship iraining.

HEALTH AND MENTAL HEALTH

GEHS Consumas Comncil. 3rd Monday of the month, 57 p.m.,
(BHS, 1380 Howard, room 537, Call; 255-3685, Advisory group
ol consumers from sall-teip onganizations and othar mensal
healih consumer advocates. Open bo The poblc.

Healih & Wellsess Aclion Adwecaies, 150 Tusday of the monii, 3
T o, Mental Health Assoe., 87T Marke, Saiis 528, 421-2026 06

Healthears Action Team, 2nd Wednesday of the month, Cuakar
Canter, 65 Nisgh St noof-1:30 pom. Focus on increasing sup-
piretive homme s commurity-hased services. axpanded digibiity
fiee home care and impeoved discharge planeing. Light lunch
cervad, Call James Chicesini, T03-0188 x304.

Hoardeérs aad Cluierers Suppor! Group. Mental Health Associalion
BT Muarkel, Suise 538, Call for dales and fimes: 421-2936 x306.

Mental Health Board, 2nd Wednisday of the month, £30-8:30
p.m, Gity Hall, rogm 278, CBHS advisory committes, open B0 the
public. Call; 255-3474,

Matignal Alilance for the Meadally I8-5.F., 3rd Wednesday of
the monkh, 6:30-8-30 pum., Family Serdca Agency, 1010 Gough,
Sth A. Call; 905-6264. Family mambar grosg. open to the public.

SAFETY

Sxlety lor Women in the Tenderloin, svery Jrd Wisinesday,
Central City SA0 Colaborative, 449 Turk 5t, 4-6 pm. Informral,
trigndly emiroeenent, refreshments, pender sensitive 1o LGETD
community and e workers. Disouss how 10 make Tenderisin
SR0s safer for women, Imformation; Aleandra Goldean, veluntesr
campaign coondinator, FTS-T1I0 102

Meightarhood Emergency
Response Team Training
(NERT]. Central city nesi-
dents can take the SF,

Fim Depanmant's free
disasier pregarednass and
FEsspionsa braimeng at neigh-
Berhood locations. Ses
warw sigov.ong'sHdsar, or
call LE Areseros, 900-A02.

SoMa Police Community
Retations Farum_ £th

Monday of e month, 6=
T30 pom. Location varies.
T recatva monthly e-mail

INFLYRCALENDAF

inla: Msital Amital, S38-5100 x202 or mamitai@est.org.
Tenderlain Police Sialion Community Mesding, last Tuesday ol

i e, § p.m., pelice station Commweity Aoom, 301 Eddy.
Call Sessa Black. 345-7300. Maighborhood satety.

NEIGHEORHOOD IMPROVEMENT

Alliance Sor a Befler District 8. 2nd Toesday of the month,

& pum,, 230 Eddy. Contact Mickaed Kedty, 830-1560 or
sf_districtilivahoo.com, a districtwide imgeowement assocation
Boeddeker Park cleanup, 3rd Saturday of e month, S-noon,
caganizad by the Friends of Boeddeker Park. To REVF to work or
tor infoemation, call Betty Traynos, 831-1126

Cenieal City Democrats, meets four bmes a year, 301 Eddy
51 Community Room. information: 338-VOTE (8683) or
centrakityderociatsbyahion com.

Ceniral Marked Community Besedii Diziricl, board meets 2nd
Tuesdy ol e month, G80 Marked 51, 3rd Fl., 3 pom.
Information: &&2-3088, heip:oentral-markel.ong.

Community Leaderchip Alliance. Monthly meelings and infoe-
maicnal Torums, Tendersin Police Statien tommunity room.
Davad Vilki-Lobees, admin@communityeadershipallisnce el

Frienits of Boeddeker Park, Ind Thersday of e month, 5:30
pum., Boeddeker Rec Certer, 240 Eddy, Plan park events, activi-
ties and Improvemnents. Contact Befty Traymor, 531-1126,

Gene Friend Recreation Cenier Advisory Beard, Jed Thursday
of the monkh. S p.m. Board woeks ko profect SoMa mesources for
children, youth, familizs and adults. Gene Friend Recreabion
CGaner, 270 Shih St Information: S38-8100 €202,

Heoirthy of Blaskced Planning Caalifion. Contact David Balwr 771-
4763, Tor informaton

Rorth ol Markel Tenderloin Community Benedit District. Call
Diistrict Marapes Elaine Zamora bor timas and dabes, 282-4312

Sols Leadership Council, 3rd ‘Wednesday of the month, & pom.,
The Arg, 1500 Howard 5t a1 11th. Emphasizes good planning and
good goverssment b mantain a diverse, vibrant, complete neigh-

borod. Contact Jim Mekn, 624-4309 or im mekodcomeast net.

Sewih of Marke! Project Ares Committen, Zed Monday of the
manth, § p.m., 1035 Fotsom, bebween Gth & 7ih si5. Health,
Safety and Homan Services Commities meels monthly on the
firsd Tuesday afier the firel Monday, 1035 Folzem, noon.
Imdamealion: 487-2166 or www SOMPac com.

Tenderioin Futeres Callaborative. 2nd Wednesday of the manth,
10 a.m., Tenderloin Police Station commenity room, 307 Eddy,
Call A58-F956 1or indormation. Metwork of residents, nonprofils
and Businesses @kng on neighbormoeod developmant msues.

SENIORS AND DISABLED

Muwyor's Disability Council, Jrd Friday of (he maonth, 1-3 p.m,
City Hall, room 400 Call: 554-6789. Open fo the public.
Senior Action Mebwa, genaral maeting. sacond Tharsday, 10
a.m.-notn, 5L Marys Cathadral. Monthly commities mestings,
565 Mission #T00: Pedesinian Salety, thind ‘Wednesday, 10 am.;
Lendor Housing Action, third Wednasday, 1:30; Information:
E48-1333 and www Senioracionnetwork on.

Wonderland coming to TL

* CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

“We're alao going 1o use our bully

unused space near s own offices on

pulpit 1o try fo get financial suppoe
from foundations and others  so

the bower level at 134 Golden Gate,

The city sees fis small investment
in Wonderband as peactical — “one of
a range of effors inmended 10 use the
ans a ol for commundity develop-
menl in the Tenderloin,™ says Amy
Cohen, director of neighborood
business development for the Mayor's
Office of Economic and Workfonce
Development, which has been pushe
ing Taylor Srect as an “ans cormidor.”

Ars  Comuission  Darecior  Luas
Cancel says his agency las no money
to give Wonderland but 5 a fan of
the project, and he plans w theow
sOme \I‘J:i!]‘.]‘l beehimd his emthusism.
“I's such an exciting project,” he
says, “I'm impressed with  Lance's
vision for the event and his fascina-
tion with the Tenderlodn — 1 think
people are cumous about the meigh-
bowhorod and this will give them a
reason b0 come and see i

Cancel adds tha  the Ars
Commmission will '|'.||.'|:u']||-|.'-|.- o segmenl
about the showr For “Cubure Wire,” its
A-minuie  programs  about  local
amisgs and evems aired on SFGTY.

Wonderland can print a catalogue,”
b said.

“Art in Storefronts,” @ joint pro-
gram of the Ams Commdssson and the
Ciffice of Foomomic and Worekforoe
1‘.|-q"..'4.-||::-|'||'nnl:11l. i% separmle [rewm
Wonderland but connected anistical-
b, li offers amists free, wemporary
axhilvitiom e I:u,-j.l;irminﬂ in
Seplember through next February in
10 wacamt storefronts along  mid-
Market — Fifth 10 Nimh sreets —
and in three storefronts abong Taylor,
Market 1o Ellis, as well as in the
Hu:."ri.:_".l.' angd Mission. Artists af each
sile reocive 3500 to help cover pro-
duction expenses.

“Anyihing goes — videos, recy-
cled an, sculplure, paintings.” says
Judy Memzoff, promeam direcios of
the Arns Commission™s Cormmunily
Ans amd Education Program,

Along the three-block Tavlor
Srewl gt cormicdors, even the 2]
Club, which Esquire calls “the divies
bar in the Tenderlodn,” has launched
a monlhly poctry reading sponsoned
by Central City Extra. B
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